Evidence from a Scoping study on

home-grown school feeding in the Pacific Islands

Countrles and Territories (PICTs)
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The vision of the Pacific School Food Network (PSFN) is to
improve the health of Pacific Island children, their families, and
their communities through healthier school food environments.

PSFN facilitates knowledge sharing and capacity building
opportunities
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Benefits of school meals programs

« Global recognition of multiple benefits of SMPs
(nutrition, health, educational, social, economic)

« $9USD return on every $1USD invested

« Evidence doesn't fully capture the wider benefits
and impacts of home-grown approaches to
SMPs, which are a platform for wider food system

transformation.
* including climate resilience

- Pacific not visible in global best practice
guidance materials

State of School Feeding
Worldwide 2022

True Cost of Food:
School Meals Case Study
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Objectives of scoping study

1. To understand the current state of local agriculture into school food
provision in the Pacific Islands region.

2. To understand the current policy landscape and enabling environment
for integration of local agriculture into school food provision.

3. To identify the best-bet sustainable options for integrating local
agriculture in school food provision and recommendations for future
action.

4. To build awareness and consensus around the multiple benefits of
integrating local agriculture in school food provision and identify
partnerships for collective action on key next steps.
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In the literature...

12 referenced a school food
provision activity or program.

7 specified details of activities on
school feeding programs

4 school gardens
4 school canteens

3 school curricula related to
school food provision
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Key Informants + Survey

* 43 Participants provided
iInformation on school food
activities in 15 PICTs

* Main typologies of school food
activities

1. School feeding programs

2. School garden activities

3. '‘Other’ e.g. Nutrition education




SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMS 22 SEPs identified

The provision of school meals (breakfast, 16 K tob
lunch, dinner and/or snacks) to students a:eThr:m:wnl o d E 17
at school, or as take-home rations. They cur;en ’ hls 'ln': u ;5
can vary from national programs to ay SC. 0ots an
e . boarding schools
individual school initiatives.

CURRENT SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMS IDENTIFIED

Federated “
States of . e, Kiribati . u Palau

Micronesia

S e Fiji Marshall . Solomen
T Islands Islands
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*Federated States of Micronesia (Pohnpei), French Polynesia, Guam
Marshall Islands, Mauru, New Caledonia, Palau and Timor Leste all have
national SFPs
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TYPE OF MEALS PROVIDED

5% - ¥ 1% 58% @\ 26%

SERVED /) & SERVED @ SERVED SERVED 3
BREAKFAST A SNACK LUNCH MAIN MEALS*

*3 main meals was provided at boarding schools only, not day schools

INTEGRATION OF LOCAL FOODS SCHOOL FEEDING

POLICY
« 8 5FPs had a requirement to include local

foods « 6 SFPs had a policy or

, ] law guiding the
« This varied from each school and was inclusion of local foods

context dependent

| _ « The scale of the policy S
« Including a range of 1local food included varied, from regional to 4

at each main meal, up to 75% of foods national -
sourced locally { p,




SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAMS

School program or activity that involves

11 SGPs Identified
development and use of school gardens (SGP). This b

‘ : 7 are known to be
could be for educational purposes, mc:nn‘u:_s‘ revenue ongoing
or to supplement school food provision
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CURRENT SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAMS IDENTIFIED

= . w0 Commonwealth of .
Cook Islands 5 FiJI ¥ Northern Marianas
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Federated States

Marshall . SR Papua New Guinea .
of Micronesia Islands .




3 MAIN USES OF SCHOOL GARDENS

‘l Education 2 Consumption* 3 Generate Income

*produce was provided to students, teachers, families to take home, used in
cooking classes or to supplement the school feeding program

FOCUS ON
LOCAL FOODS
7 programs had a

focus on local foods
in gardens

LOCAL FARMER
INVOLVEMENT

5 programs involved
local farmers

CURRICULUM

3 programs were
embedded into
curriculum

LOCAL FARMERS WERE INVOLVED IN 2 MAIN WAYS
1 Guest visit to schools, providing 2 Educational school excursion

education to students to local farms




CHALLENGES OPPORTUNITIES

Common challenges to include local food Despite the challenges there are clear

in school food provision activities opportunities to move forward. These
included: included:

: Environmental Share learnings from
conditions oY O neighboring countries

Reliability of local food Utilise different
supply gardening

(-4{3 technologies
=L Funding and finance
Broaden local

Governance and policy purchasing options

Food culture, Collaborate with
perceptions and traditional leaders,
preferences farmers and schools

Staff capacity and Supporting policy

@ leadership for programs

Diversify funding
Food processing and

storage/power facilities Upskill staft




Pacific School Food Activity Database

Pacific School
ﬁ!F H . Home Aboutthe PSFN  Resourcesand Events Join ContactUs  School Food Activity Database

Pacific School
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School food activities in Fiji

School Food Activities in the Pacific Cicia High School Feeding Program
Garden and feeding program (breckfost, lunch and dinner)

Started: 2006
Status: Ongoing
Commonwealth of the

Cook Islands Reach: One boarding and day schoo! on Cicia Island. every day during the scheol year
i School level: Secondary
Northern Mariana
Islands (CNMI)

School food activities In the CNMI

School food octvities in Cook Iskands. Managed by: Cicia Island school and 5 local villages

. Green Schools Program

Garden program

Read More ]
[ Read More ‘

Started: 2020
Status: Ongoing

Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM)

Reach: Two Maritime islands public boarding schools, Monday - Friday during the school
year
School level: Primary

Program goals:

* Improve food security for students

 Improve nutrition status

* Improving socioeconomics of schools by decreasing reliance of schools on funding
for school food and community food supply

« Support connecting of the younger generation to culture and lond (from spiritual
and practical element)

* Integration of wider community into school garden

School food activities in the FSM

Read Mare

Read More ‘

by Pacific Blue ) who support with local
‘ governance/leaders and school mother's group
‘ Watch a video that outlines the Green Schools program on this page:

Guam https://www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork org/videos

French Polynesia

School food octivities in Guom

n i rer ' i
School food activities in French Polynesia Maritime Islands Boarding School Feeding Progrom

Feeding program (breakfast, lunch and dinner)

»
%
»

[ ] Started: 2020
Read More
L Status: Ongoing
Reach: Public boarding school, Maritime Islands. Monday - Friday during the school year.
School level: Primary

Available on www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org



http://www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org/
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Understanding School Food

Provision in the Pacific
REGIONAL SUMMARY

This project sought to identify current school food provision activities in Pacific
Islands countries with a focus on the enabling policy environment and institutional and
farmer capacity to better support the integration of local agriculture.

The key findings below were identified from scoping the literature, key informant
interviews and online surveys. This factsheet provides a snapshot of information
gathered, recognising that not all activities may have been able to be identified within
this process.

'SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMS

Th:m mi:::.a/..mm e 16 are known ta be
atsd.nool_nf“m,.mg rations. They - a e current. This included 17

can vary from national programs to ‘;ﬂY:;hHDISEMIE

\- individual school initiatives. oarding schools

22 SFPs identified

CURRENT SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMS IDENTIFIED

Foderated
sy @ 2R @ N~
Micronesia -
Fij Marshall . Soloman
Islands Islands

French -
== ® =~ ® B~ 0
-
- ® N:x. ® = - @

*Federated States of Micronesia (Pohnpei), French Polynesia, Guam
Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, Palau and Timor Leste all have
national SFPs

TYPE OF MEALS PROVIDED

5% 1% 58% 26%
,, = = 35:‘:?13,.

*3 main meals was provided at boarding schools only, not day schools

. INTEGRATION OF LOCAL FOODS SCHOOL FEEDING

"« BSFPshad a requirement to include local poLicy
fands 6 SFPs had a policy or
law guiding the

This varied from each school and was inclusion of local foods

context dependent

« The scale of the policy
varied, from regional to
national

Including a range of 1local food included
at each main meal, up to 75% of foods
sourced locally

For more information on the findings from this project, please see the
School Food Activity Database at www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org

oor scan the QR code.
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SCHOOL FOOO M THE FACIFIC ISLANDS

School Food Activities in Fiji

This project sought fo denify curnent school #ood prosision activities in Fackic
slands coumtries, with 2 Tous on the enabling policy emdronment and institutional
and farmer capadty o befter support the Intzgration of local agricuRure. This
fartshast prowdes 2snapshot of ke Mindings inentifed for S

For more Information on the findings from this project, please see the School Food
K o zcan the (R code.

Acthiity Dalabase at

Natlenal School Feeding Frogram:  YES HND

School Feeding Policy: YES O

SN

Other School Food Related Policy:  YES 'l.f HO

T bl g ey e o ey ey

EMAMPLES OF CURRENT ACTIVITIES IDEMTIFIED
Cicia High Schocl Feeding Pregram

Carden ard ‘seding progran, whora preduce from the garden supplermens tha
schoal feeding progran

SRarted: 2009 Shabuzx Jrgoirg

Maal precdigias: Hreaktas lonck snddinror

Reach Ore boarding ard dey school or Cida lnlend, svery ey d uring school yaer
Schoal st Socar dary

Ascuire et io inciuce iocal foode: VES, Undor trad sionsl goseimsron sputen
Manages by: Cicis blard school snd 3 local villages

Maritime islamds Boarding Scheo! Feeding Program

SRarbed: 2000 Stztux: Crgaing

Maal Proddes: Brosktaw lunch enddinror

Reackc Thies bomrd ing schoaob, Markine [ylends. Mondey - Fridey during school pear
School Levat Primary

Recuiranant to inciude ocal feods: ¥ EZ, Under tred sional poeemance apien

areen 5chools Program

Carden program previsin prodoce tosupplement tha karcima | siensh Boarding
sctoab rebown!

Searted: 2000 Stxhur Drgaing

Reackc Thres Maritirsa ldands public boarding schoob, Wardaey - Fridey during
school pear

Scheal lewat Primary

ZRakshaiderz sngaged include Pecfic Hue Foundstion whe support menagemart
with local sreditio ral gresarranca lesders ard schasl nothars group
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SCHOOL FOOD IN THE FACIFIC ISLAMDE

School Food Activities in
Republic of the Marshall Islands

This project szught bo ldentify current: schocl food provision actiities In Fadic Isands
countries, with 3 focus on the erabing policy snsironment and Instibsticnal and farmer
capachy bo besber support the infegration of local agriculiure, This factsheet provides a
sraperot of bey Andings identfied for Mew Caledonia.

For more Infofmation on the findings from this project, please sae the School Food
Acthvity Database o wwm pacdficchoolioadretwodenrg or s=an the OF code.

REPUBLIC OF THE
MARSHALL ISLANDS

Hational Schocl Feeding Program:  YES -u/ MO
School Feeding Pollcy: YES U” KO

Other School Food Related Pollcy:  YES U‘, HZ

T bl prapes e 1 ey o g b ey

EXAMPLES OF CURRENT ACTIVITIES IDENTIFIED

Schoad Lunch Frogram

IRartedt Unmums Skxtux Cnpoing

Meal Frovides Lurch

Raach: Maticna| schoc! fesding pragram in sl guklic and priveis dey schooh
Echoal el Primany snd seconcsrg achzdl

Reguirsmant to Includs local fessde VEZ indiaicon of 5t = 1 ookl food par maal
Zxaksheoidars snpaged Induse "Mniviry of Educstion maEnagss end coorminsiss
progran. Muliiple other sniities are sho nyvolved indud ing Tessen sschnicsl
mibaicn, Technicsl mabtsrcs & plarning: WoH, Canvas Bact Welrma Cenire

School Learming Garden Program

Cxaresst 2014 Skxhue COnpoing

Asach: Lzosl, plarn for netionsl. Duy achoab

Schoal lewel: Primarny snd sscondery achoal

Garger Law

= Sgucation lsmbecked nio the oumiculum and ussd 1o issch lanpuAgs, Bres,
= Eura, acisncs, numEncy, spricukurs, food sscuriyl

= Coraumption Iproducs penk bame with atucenia snd isschen, long erm gl
22 aupplamem sxhood feeding program

* Cocking icocking contawt with studenis B nuirition cluk snscooking
dsmorairaiicn o o part of (sscher reining

Zxaksheoidars snpaged Induse "Mnisiry of Sgriculors, CAO, Minisiry of Mabursl

tabahaider from f0 kirmeki Dl Farre end Eguceion Mimab Ois Fam
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Policy content covered in relation to local agriculture/aquaculture, nutrition and school meals
(deep-dive coun tries).

Policy deep-dive
 School feeding policies were identified for 8 school feeding
programs

* (FSM, Fiji, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, RMI, Timor-Leste)

» Other countries mainly addressed nutrition in school-aged children,
but

+ did not explicitly provide strategies, goals, or
recommendations to implement school food provision.

* The need for school food-related policy was a focus of discussion in
many key informant interviews

- Some respondents indicated a lack of supporting policy as a
problem/inhibitor.



Regional Co-creation Best Fit Models

Predominately, or local foods was seen as ideal,
 but not realistic now, or for new programs.
A hybrid model (Imported + local)
« more realistic & likely to be successful

 aim of moving towards integration of more
local food over time.

Multisector engagement
Contextualised models that are community led

A systems focus




Learnings and limitations

« Complexity in school food activities exceeded our
expectations - required more time and more triangulation

* Virtual interactions

« Unable to engage with some stakeholders (especially
farmers), even when aware of activities.

« Challenging to ensure complete information for each
school feeding activity has been documented (people tend
to know about their work, but not that of others).

* Narrowing to sub-set of countries for the ‘deep-dive.
Stakeholders indicated there was a lot of interest in this
project, and were interested in being involved, even if there
were not a lot of activities underway in their country.
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